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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR OVER-THE-COUNTER
MEDICATIONS.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary appliesto this bill asintroduced and does
not refl ect any amendmentsthat may be subsequently adopted. If thishill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http://www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Thebill adds over-the-counter medicationsidentified through the
drug utilization review processto services provided under medicaid when
the medications are prescribed by a licensed practitioner or a qualified
licensed pharmacist. The medical services board is required to adopt
rulesto allow pharmacies to be reimbursed for dispensing the specified

Shading denotes HOUSE amendment. Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.
Capital |ettersindicate new material to be added to existing statute.
Dashes through the words indicate deletions from existing statute.
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medications to medicaid recipients and to identify the standards for
gualified pharmacists. Licensed pharmacistsarerequired to consult with
the recipient and, when appropriate, refer the recipient to appropriate
health care professionals.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 25.5-5-202 (1), Colorado Revised Statutes, is
amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW PARAGRAPH to read:

25.5-5-202. Basicservicesfor thecategorically needy - optional
services- repeal. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection (2) of this
section, the following are services for which federal financial
participation is available and which Colorado has selected to provide as
optional services under the medical assistance program:

(a.5) OVER-THE-COUNTERMEDICATIONS, ASSPECIFIED IN SECTION
25.5-5-322.

SECTION 2. Part 3 of article 5 of title 25.5, Colorado Revised
Statutes, is amended BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION to
read:

25.5-5-322. Over-the-counter medications - rules. (1) THE
STATEBOARD SHALL ADOPT BY RULEA SYSTEM TOALLOW PHARMACIESTO
BE REIMBURSED FOR PROVIDING CERTAIN OVER-THE-COUNTER
MEDICATIONSTORECIPIENTSIFPRESCRIBED BY A LICENSED PRACTITIONER
AUTHORIZED TO PRESCRIBE PRESCRIPTION DRUGS OR, SUBJECT TO THE
LIMITATIONSCONTAINED IN SUBSECTION (2) OF THISSECTION, A LICENSED
PHARMACIST.  OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS SUBJECT TO
REIMBURSEMENT PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION SHALL BE IDENTIFIED
THROUGH THE DRUG UTILIZATION REVIEW PROCESS ESTABLISHED IN

SECTION 25.5-5-506.

-2- SB10-117



(2) (&) THE STATE BOARD, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE
BOARD OFPHARMACY CREATED PURSUANT TOSECTION 12-22-103,C.R.S,,
SHALL ESTABLISH BY RULE STANDARDS FOR WHEN A LICENSED
PHARMACIST MAY PRESCRIBE OVER-THE-COUNTER MEDICATIONS AS
PROVIDED UNDER THIS SECTION FOR PURPOSES OF RECEIVING
REIMBURSEMENT UNDER THE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(b) WHEN PRESCRIBING OVER-THE-COUNTERMEDICATIONSUNDER
THIS SECTION, A LICENSED PHARMACIST SHALL CONSULT WITH THE
RECIPIENT TO DETERMINE NECESSITY, PROVIDE DRUG COUNSELING,
REVIEW DRUG THERAPY FOR POTENTIAL ADVERSE INTERACTIONS, AND
MAKE REFERRALS AS NEEDED TO OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS.

SECTION 3. Specified effectivedate. Thisact shall take effect
July 1, 2010.

SECTION 4. Safety clause. Thegeneral assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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